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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in respond to RCE filled on July 27, 2005. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 , 4-5, 8, 10-12, and 14 the following claims have been rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lenz, U.S Pat. No. 6,029,196 (hereinafter 
Lenz). 

3. Regarding claim 1 , Lenz discloses a method of operating a telecommunications 
system, comprising (abstract): sending a first metadata file from a network device to an 
external management system (see fig. 8 and col. 4, line 59 -col. 5, lines 16; client 804 
sends a list of file version numbers); 

generating a first management data file within the network device (see fig. 8 and 
col. 4, line 59 - col. 5, lines 16; request includes summaries of client privileges for 
maintaining a permission database on the server 801); 
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sending the first management data file from the network device to the external 
management system (See Fig. 8 and col. 4, line 59 - col. 5, lines 16; request includes 
summaries of client privileges for maintaining a permission database on the server 801 
and this information is received by the server from the client); and 

processing the first management data file in accordance with the first metadata 
file in the external management system for managing the network device (see Fig. 8, 
col. 4, line 59 - col. 5, line 16; sever 801 processes the lists and sends any file 
updates 803 that are needed to the client). 

4. As to claim 4 the method of claim 1 , Lenz teaches wherein the first metadata file 
is a JAVA class file (see col. 2, line 7 -10). 

5. Reference to claim 5, Lenz discloses the method of claim 1 wherein sending the 
first metadata file and first management data file from the network device to the external 
management system comprises: 

sending the first metadata file and first management data file from the network 
device to an external file transfer system (See Fig. 8 and col. 4, line 59 - col. 5, lines 
16). 



6. As to claim 8, Renz teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
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generating a first data summary file corresponding to the first management data 
file (see fig. 8 and col. 4, line 59 - col. 5, lines 16; request includes summaries of 
client privileges for maintaining a permission database on the server 801); and 
sending the first data summary file to the external management system, wherein 
the first management data file is processed in accordance with both the first data 
summary file and the first metadata file (See Fig. 8 and col. 4, line 59 - col. 5, lines 16; 
request includes summaries of client privileges for maintaining a permission database 
on the server 801 and this information is received by the server from the client). 

7. Reference to claims 10, 1 1 and 12, these claims have similar limitations as to 
claim 1 , except that they are generating a second management data file and processing 
the second management data file in accordance with the first and second metadata file. 
Lenz teaches the above limitations (see col. 4, line 59 - col. 5, line 16, the file version 
numbers and summaries of client privileges change). 

8. Reference to claim 1 4, Lenz fails to discloses the method of claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

downloading a modified first metadata file (see col. 4, lines 59 - col. 5, line 16; 
the file version numbers change in response to requests, thus this limitation is 
thought inherently ) to the network device (see fig. 8 and col. 4, line 59 -col. 5 
line 16), 
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sending the modified first metadata file from the network device to the external 
management system generating a second management data file within the network 
device (see fig. 8 and col. 4, line 59 -col. 5 line 16); 

sending the second management data file from the network device to the 
external management system (see fig. 8 and col. 4, line 59 -col. 5 line 16); and 

processing the second management data file in accordance with the second 
metadata file (see fig. 8 and col. 4, line 59 -col. 5 line 16). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 2-3, 6-7, 9, 15 -17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lenz. 

9. Reference to claim 2 and 3, Lenz fails to explicitly teach wherein the first 
management data file is generated asynchronously and synchronously with respect to 
the processing of the first management data file. However, generations of data 
asynchronously and synchronously with respect to processing of data is old and well 
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know in the art. It would have been obvious for a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to generate data asynchronously or synchronously based on 
the needs and requirements of a specific invention. 

4. Reference to claims 6 and 7, Lenz does not explicitly teach wherein the first 
management data file and metadata file comprises executing a file transfer protocol 
push. However it would have been obvious for a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to user a file transfer protocol push to minimize 
bandwidth over the network. 

10. Regarding claim 9, Lenz does not teaches the method of claim 8, wherein 
sending the first data summary file comprises: 

executing a file transfer protocol push. However it would have been obvious for 
a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use a file 
transfer protocol push to minimize bandwidth over the network. 

1 1 . Regarding claims 1 5-1 7, Lenz does not teach the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
external management system comprises a data collector, a network management 
server and a billing server. However, it would have been obvious for a person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have any type of server in order to 
address the needs of a specific system or operation. 
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5. Claim 13, rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lenz as 
applied to claims 1 and 4 above, and further in view of Chrabaszcz. U.S Pat. No. 
6,263,387 (hereinafter Chrabaszcz). 

12. Reference to claim 1 3, Lenz teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

downloading a second metadata file to the network device corresponding to the 
hardware module (see fig. 8 and col. 4, line 59 -col. 5 line 16); 

sending the second metadata file from the network device to the external 
management system (see fig. 8 and col. 4, line 59 -col. 5 line 16); 

generating a second management data file within the network device (col. 8, 

lines 5 - 51 , and col. 34, lines 55 - 61 ); 

sending the second management data file from the network device to the 
external management system (see fig. 8 and col. 4, line 59 -col. 5 line 16); and 

processing the second management data file in accordance with the second 
metadata file (see fig. 8 and col. 4, line 59 -col. 5 line 16). 

However Lenz fails to teach adding a hardware module to the network device. 
Nonetheless, adding of a hardware module is old and well known in the art as 
evidenced by Chrabaszcz. Chrabaszcz teaches adding of a hardware module to a 
network device (see abstract). Therefore it would have been obvious for a person 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the teachings of 
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Lenz and Chrabaszcs in order to upgrade the system disclosed by Lenz, thus 
increasing system functionality (col. 2, line 1 - 5). 

1 . As per claims 1 8 - 28, they do not teach or further define over the 
limitations recited in the rejected claims 1-17. Therefore, claims 18-28 are 
rejected for the similar reasons set forth in claims 1-17, supra . 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to the above claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sahera Halim whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4003. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 ) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
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Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Sahera Halim 
Patent Examiner 
AU:2157 



November 23, 2005 
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